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Alabama Soccer head coach Wes Hart enters his third season at the helm 
of the Crimson Tide women’s soccer program. Hart previously spent two 
seasons (2013-2014) as an assistant coach at Florida State, and helped lead the 
Seminoles’ to their fi rst national championship season in 2014.
      “After two years at Alabama, I feel very good about where our program is 
at and where it is headed,” Hart said. “We have more talent this year than ever 
and we are fi nally at a point where players understand our system, style of play, 
expectations and the demands that are being placed on them. I’m excited to see 
what we can do this year.”
      In 2016, Hart implemented drastic improvements nearly doubling the 
previous year’s number of wins and registered his fi rst winning season at the 
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Capstone with a 9-8-2 record. Alabama fi nished ninth in the conference and made their fi rst postseason 
appearance at the SEC Tournament since 2014.  Home game attendance increased signifi cantly.      
     In the classroom, senior captain Abby Lutzenkirchen was named the SEC Scholar Athlete of the Year, 
marking the second consecutive year an Alabama player claimed the award. She was also named to the Capital 
One Academic All-District 4 Team. Alabama also had 15 players on 2015’s Fall SEC Academic Honor Roll.
      Hart was instrumental in leading Seminoles to their fi rst national championship in 2014. In just two 
seasons at Florida State, Hart helped develop an off ensive attack that resulted in back-to-back ACC 
championships, two College Cup appearances, a national runner-up fi nish and a national title.   
       A native of Littleton, Colo., Hart began his coaching career after spending eight years (2005-12) with 
the Colorado Rush, one of the premier soccer clubs in the country. In his fi nal three years with the Rush, 
Hart held the title of Director of Coaching Academy where he oversaw the girls ECNL teams and the 
boys US Development Academy teams. During his time with the Rush, Hart was involved in four national 
championships, three as an assistant and one as head coach.       
      Before entering the coaching ranks, Hart played six seasons as a professional in Major League Soccer. He 
was selected as the seventh overall pick in the 2000 MLS Super Draft by the Colorado Rapids. In four seasons 
with the Rapids (2000-03), Hart appeared in 68 regular season games making 60 starts, including starts in 
seven of 10 MLS playoff  games during that time. His fi nal two seasons in MLS came with the San Jose 
Earthquakes.Hart was twice honored as the MLS Humanitarian of the Year.   “My background as a player has 
certainly helped me in my coaching,” said Hart. “I know what is realistic and what is not...” 
       Hart began his collegiate playing career at the University of Wisconsin, then transferred to the University 
of Washington for his fi nal two seasons (1998-99). With the Huskies, Hart garnered third team All-America 
accolades in 1998 and second team honors in 1999. He won fi rst team Scholar All-American honors fromby 
the NSCAA in 1999, was a two-time fi rst team All-Mountain Pacifi c Sports Federation (MPSF) honoree and 
was the MPSF Player of the Year in 1999.
      Hart and his wife, Jamie, are the parents of two children, Dominic and Grace. 

Coach Hart

New Member Intros Sought
Kathy Sullivan, recommended by Nan Glaus, and Ken Elmer, 
invited by Larry O’Neal, were formally welcomed into the club 
this summer. Jon Hooks is also a new member, but was not at 
that meeting.  The editor has requested biosketches and photos 
from new members to introduce them to the club.  
Please send these to Linda Jackson, Editor, at ljackson@ua.edu

            Welcome to the club! 
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  Sam Gambrell provides birthday list.

Birthdays coming up
Russell Phifer Aug 23 
Ralph Quarles Aug 24
Walton Burge Aug 25  
Nan Glaus Aug 30 

Profi le:  Ralph Quarles
A retired banker with a law degree and two grandsons who was called a “spook.”  I would have thought 
it a Halloween disguise, but I learned that Ralph is trained [by the U.S. Army] in the art of opening-- and, 
of course, reading--other people’s mail without their knowledge.  It was “Flaps and Seals,” his favorite 
course during 12 weeks of school in intelligence gathering after he entered the service as a 2nd lieutenant 
in 1968.  But let’s go back to the beginnning...
     Ralph Banks Quarles was born in Tuscaloosa this week in 1944. He attended public schools here and 
was elected Tuscaloosa High School Student Government Association president and permanent captain of 
the football team.  He went on to earn his B.A. and law degrees at UA.  He married his college sweetheart, 
Kathleen (nee Pritchett) in 1967 and graduated in 1968.  
     His fi rst assignment as a newly commissioned offi  cer was infantry school at Ft. Benning.  Then he was 
sent to Maryland for intelligence school and he graduated from that to become a “spook,” the term given 
to intelligence offi  cers by other branches, he explained.  He doesn’t think it’s a compliment...
     In 1969, he thought he was on the way to Vietnam, but the Pentagon sent him to Korea with Company 
B, 502 Military Intelligence Battalion of the Eighth U.S. Army.  This was just weeks after the North 

Koreans attacked and captured the U.S.S. Pueblo, and with U.S. forces on full alert for war, he said it was a scary time.  Since Korea 
was designated a “hardship” tour, he and his fellow soldiers were discouraged from bringing dependents to the peninsula.  But Kat 
joined Ralph in Korea and they lived in the United Nations Village.  “As a consequrnce,” said Ralph, “most of my fellow offi  cers 
brought their wives to Korea as well.  This did not sit well with my commanding offi  cer.”  Maybe not, but he and Kat were able to 
visit Japan and Hong Kong while they were there, so it turned out well.   After fourteen months in Korea, he fulfi lled his military 
commitment.  He says,”When I arrived at the Birmingham airport in the summer of 1970, I had no job, no health insurance, and a 
pregnant wife.  Thank goodness Kat’s uncle was Dr. David Partlow, Sr.”  [Daughter Katie came along soon, followed by son Banks.]
     He began a short career as an attorney on the 9th fl oor of the First National Bank of Tuskaloosa, two fl oors above attorney M.T. 
Ormond.  Ormond took him to the Exchange Club in the Hotel Staff ord and he became a member shortly after.  He has served as 
president of the club and head of the Foundation Board, so it worked out well for all of us.  Ralph says he values the work done by 
the club and its service to the community and is very thankful for the many friendships he has made through his membership.  He 
especially appreciates the fellowship with the “Alcovites,” a gathering of Exchangites and friends at the Alcove Bar on Wednesday 
afternoons, calling it the highlight of his week. He describes the setting as much like the “Cheers” bar from TV where “everybody 
knows your name.” He refers us to Glen Smith, who started the group for details about  joining in.

     Ralph left law practice in 1973, 
spending 32 years in trust/private 
banking at First National / AmSouth 
Bank.  He retired in 2006. He 
and Kat have since enjoyed river 
cruising, visiting France, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, and most of central 
Europe.  Last April, they went to 
Scandinavia, seeing Copenhagen 
and Stockholm on a small group 
excursion through Road Scholar. 
They also enjoy Tide football and 
basketball and visiting both children 
and grandchildren in Atlanta (right).  
     Ralph, Kat, Katie, her husband Joel, and Banks in back last Christmas with grandsons Pierce & 

Henry (sons of Katie and Joel) in front.


