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* deceased

TODAY:  Todd Hester, Alabama Museum of Natural History
Program Chair: Ardis Hancock

         April 24  Lyn Head, District Attorney

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

Board will meet briefly following the regular meeting.

Todd Hester serves as the Museum Naturalist for the Alabama Museum of Natural History on the
historic campus of the University of Alabama. A native of Sulligent in Lamar County, Todd came to
Tuscaloosa to study at The University, majoring in Geography at the Capstone. After earning his
degree, he attended the Graduate School in Geography as well before taking the position as the
Museum Naturalist.
     As Museum Naturalist, Todd provides informational tours of the Museum and is primarily
responsible for the field science programs the Museum offers. These can range from stream walks for
elementary classes to canoe trips for high school students.  The now 36-year-old Museum Expedition,
a field expedition for middle and high school students as well as the public, is also his primary
responsibility.

Northport Hospital gets teddy bears: Wednesday,
April 9th, Nan Glaus delivered 50 SirCareALot
Teddy Bears to the Emergency Department at
DCH in Northport as part of the child abuse
prevention project for 2014.  Pictured are Dr. John
Newcomb, Courtney Frazer (Tech/PCA), and
Rhonda Turnipseed, RN (Director of Clinician
Services) accepting the bears.
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A joint international research team led by
the University of Oxford, in collaboration
with the Saudi Commission for Tourism
and Antiquities (SCTA), has discovered a
giant tusk in the Arabian Desert.  The two
pieces of tusk, which together measure six
feet in length, probably belonged to a now
extinct genus known as Palaeoloxodon
(the so-called 'straight-tusked' elephants).
The sand layer was dated to about 325,000
years ago, and the Oxford team says this
suggests that the elephant remains found
there are also about that age. Project leader
Professor Mike Petraglia, from the School
of Archaeology at the University of
Oxford, said: 'The discovery of the
elephant tusk is significant in demonstrat-
ing just how much the climate could have
changed in the Arabian Desert. Elephants
would need huge quantities of roots,
grasses, fruit and bark to survive and they
would have consumed plenty of water too.
The findings were revealed at the Green
Arabia conference at Oxford University, at
which scientists are examining how early
humans and animals are likely to have
been affected by past climate change in
the Arabian Peninsula. The research team

started by analyzing satellite imagery
which reveals a network of ancient rivers
and lakebeds in the Arabian Peninsula.
They then selected sites near ancient
water sources for excavation as these sites
are where animals and early humans are
likely to have gathered.

A 300,000-year-old elephant tusk was excavated from Saudi
Arabia’s  Nefud Desert in by an Oxford University-led team
of researchers.          (Image: Palaeodeserts Project)

The research team also discovered
other animal remains in the same
sand layer, including a big cat,
thought to be a now-extinct jaguar,
and the remains of a member of the

horse family, as well as oryx – antelope
species which are still native to the
Arabian Peninsula today.
Oxford researchers have collected further
samples in order to date the 'burial' layers
of sand where the elephant remains were
found using luminescence dating methods.
By measuring how much radiation the
grains of sand have absorbed and the rate
at which this energy is deposited, they can
work out how much time has elapsed since
the elephant was buried. Based on the
preservation of the bones, the researchers
say the elephant was probably buried
soon after death.
The Palaeodeserts Project is a five-year
program (from March 2012-2016), funded
by the European Research Council. The
project team has experts in archaeology,
environmental studies, remote sensing,
palaeontology, animal genetics and rock
art studies. The research project is being
conducted in collaboration with the SCTA,
with universities and institutions in the
Arabian Peninsula, the UK and Europe.

The grand essentials to happiness in this life are something to do, something to love and something
to hope for. - Joseph Addison (1672–1719) English Writer and Statesman

 Advice On Love From Children:
• “Spend most of your time loving instead of
going to work.” – Dick, age 7
• Even boys have something to say if you listen
long enough.” – Lynnette, age 8
•“Tell your wife that she looks pretty even if she
looks like a truck!” – Ricky, age 7
•“Don’t forget your wife’s name. That will mess up
the love.” – Erin, age 8
•“Sensitivity don’t hurt.” – Robbie, age 8
•“Don’t say you love somebody and then
change your mind. Love isn’t like picking a movie
you want to watch.” – Natalie, age 9
•“If falling in love is anything like learning how to
spell, I don’t want to do it. It takes too long.” –
Glenn, age 7
•“Love is like an avalanche where you have to
run for your life.” – John, age 9
•“I think you’re supposed to get shot with an
arrow or something, but the rest of it isn’t
supposed to be painful.”– Manuel, 8
•“Love is the most important thing in the world,
but baseball is pretty good too.” – Greg, age 8
•“Once I’m done with kindergarten, I’m going to
find me a wife.” – Tom, age 5
•“On the first date, they just tell each other lies,
and that usually gets them interested enough to
go for a second date.”– Mike, 10
•“One of the people has freckles, and so he finds
somebody else who has freckles too.” – Andrew,
age 6
•“My mother says to look for a man who is kind.
That’s what I’ll do. I’ll find somebody who’s kinda
tall and handsome.” – Carol, 8
•“It gives me a headache to think about that stuff.
I’m just a kid. I don’t need that kind of trouble.” –
Kenny, age 7
•“One of you should know how to write a check.
Because, even if you have tons of love, there is
still going to be a lot of bills.” – Ava, age 8
•“I’m not rushing into being in love. I’m finding
fourth grade hard enough.” – Regina, age 10
• “Love is foolish…but I still might try it sometime.”
– Floyd, age 9
•“Love will find you, even if you are trying to hide
from it. I been trying to hide from it since I was
five, but the girls keep finding me.” – Dave, age 8


