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Matt Gage, our guest today, will tell
us about the dig at the site of the new
hotel being built downtown.  Dr. Gage
is the Director of The University of
Alabama Office of Archaeological
Research. He was with the University
from 1994 until 2004 when he left for
a 7-year period to work for the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville,
where he earned his PhD.  While
there he also worked for the
Tennessee Valley Authority and
focused on his research of prehistoric
settlement in the Middle Tennessee
River Valley. He returned to Alabama
to take over OAR in the Fall of 2011.
Matt has been the Principal
Investigator on hundreds of
archaeological projects and serves as
the Principal Investigator on the Bank
of the State (1Tu495) excavations in
downtown Tuscaloosa.  On a personal
note, Matt and his wife Kathryn are
parents to Henry, 13, and Clara, 10.

TODAY:  Dr. Matt Gage, Director
      UA Office of Archaelogical Research

                              Program Chair: Ardis Hancock

Last year, archaeologists with UA’s Office of Archaeological Research
found medicinal, food extract and liquor bottles from the mid-19th to
the early 20th centuries at the former City Fest lot. The City of
Tuscaloosa contracted with The University to perform an
archaeological investigation in preparation for construction of a new
Embassy Suites hotel at the corner of Greensboro Avenue and
University Boulevard.  The site in downtown Tuscaloosa was
formerly the home of a Civil War prisoner of war camp, among
other things.  Initial occupation of the site dates to 1816 when
Revolutionary War veteran John Click built a log cabin on the
property.  Over the years, the property was home to numerous
businesses including Augustin Lynch’s cabinet manufactory, one of
the most important Antebellum furniture makers of the time.  The
Bank of the State was built on the property in 1829, and Gage said
they found some beautiful decorative pieces from that building, as
well as a few Spanish coins. The coins are reales minted in Brazil,
Guatemala City and Mexico City. The coins were found in pits
containing British gun flints.

Excavation of the CityFest lot

April 17 Museum of Natural History
April 24 Lyn Head, District Attorney

April is National
Child Abuse Prevention Month.

See page 2 for more from last week’s program.
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Everything that can be counted does not necessarily count; everything that counts cannot necessarily be counted.
        -Albert Einstein

To observe Child Abuse Prevention Month in April, the Exchange Club of Tuscaloosa provided blue ribbons to put
on firetrucks in Tuscaloosa and Northport to raise public awareness about child abuse.  The Club also provided
teddy bears for law enforcement officials and hospital employees to use with traumatized children.  Pictured with
the bears and ribbons are: ( Standing)  Chief Anderson of Tuscaloosa Police Department, Sheriff Ron Abernathy of
Tuscaloosa County, Nan Glaus (Chairman of Child Abuse Prevention Committee for the Tuscaloosa Exchange
Club), and Deputy Chief Chris Williamson of Tuscaloosa Fire Department.  (Seated)  Director of the Police Athletic
League Officer Lillie Leatherwood, guest speaker Ginger Roberts from Tuscaloosa Department of Human
Resources, and Officer Carrie Baker representing the Northport Police Department and Northport Fire Dept.

depending on caring adults to help them.
Many times, a report to DHR can change a
family for the better, as they get more
support and training in parenting skills to
strengthen the family, or are able to reduce
stress with programs designed to alleviate
stress, such as WIC, food stamps, or
perhaps help with housing/rent.  Some
parents are required to go through drug
detoxification and rehabilitation, thus
helping keep families together and able to
create loving, healthy relationships, which
children need the most.

-Nan Glaus

Club Hears about Child
Abuse and the Importance
of Prevention
Ginger Roberts, Dept. of Human Resources,
spoke to the Tuscaloosa Exchange Club
last week about the importance of child
abuse prevention.  The DHR definition of
child abuse is intentional, not accidental,
infliction of serious harm to a child under
the age of 14.  Last year, in Tuscaloosa
County alone, there were 578 reports of
suspected child abuse involving 838
children who are considered at risk. Of
these suspected reports, 198 were investi-
gated and found that child abuse and/or
neglect was indicated.

Physical abuse is the type of child
abuse most commonly reported simply
because it is more visible-- bruises, marks
on the body, cuts, burns and other indica-
tors that a child that can be photographed
and documented.  Reports of neglect make
up another large segment of calls as this
broad term includes lack of medical or
physical care, supervision, or protection
from harm.  And sadly, sexual abuse reports
are rising because of our age of technology
when younger and younger children have
access to the world with little supervision
or parental controls.

Mental or emotional abuse is very hard
to prove since there may not be physical
indications, only behavioral.  For a report
to be substantiated, it must be documented
by a medical professional.  One change
over recent years that has made it a little
easier to prosecute perpetrators of sexual
abuse of a child is that under Alabama law,
no child under 16 is recognized as being
able to give consent so recent reports we
have been made aware of with national
media where adults in positions of power
over children, such as teachers, coaches,
youth ministers, etc., have sexually abused
children can be arrested and prosecuted
more easily.

Ginger told members of the club that
they have the ability to make a difference

and gave this advice to help us stop the
cycle of abuse--get to know neighbors,
especially engage with children.   When
you witness abusive behavior, or changes
in the child’s behavior, make mental notes
and pay closer attention.  If you suspect
the child is being harmed, do not hesitate
to call DHR to investigate. It is not your
responsibility to prove that abuse is
occurring.  Depending on the details in the
report, DHR may or may not investigate
but the more often a report on a family
comes over their desks, the more likely an
investigation will be made.  Child abuse is
never the child’s fault and they are


