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   September 8, 2016                                   

I became an Eli Gold fan during Alabama’s TD moments and 
goal line stands (I’m not a NASCAR or hockey fan), but I learned 
to love him while watching Bama games on TV with Dianne 
Rumanek.  She turns off the sound and tunes in Eli on the radio 
just to share his excitement!  I met him when I took his book to him 
to autograph one football weekend to give to my daughter, who 
was briefl y a color commentator on ESPN Regional radio. -Ed.

Eli Gold, born in 1953 in Brooklyn, NY [where he sold peanuts in 
Madison Square Garden as a youth], now resides in Birmingham 
[he moved there in 1977 to broadcast Birmingham Bulls hockey 
games and created Bham’s fi rst local sports call-in show] and in 
Ocean Isle Beach, NC, with his wife Claudette and daughter Elise. 

He started his broadcasting career in 1972 as a weekend sports 
reporter with the Mutual Broadcasting System.  Eli’s play-by-play 
assignments over the years have included 12 years as a pro hockey 
announcer in Eastern, North American, Southern, American and 
Central Hockey Leagues as well as the World Hockey Association 
(B’ham Bulls) and NHL (St. Louis Blues and Nashville Predators).

Eli was the fi rst play-by-play announcer for UAB Blazers 
basketball and was the “voice” of  Birmingham Barons baseball, 
earning kudos as 1983 Southern League Broadcaster Of The Year.

Since 1976, Eli has been a member of NASCAR’s Motor 
Racing Network (MRN) which broadcasts NASCAR races to 
a 600-station radio network. He has served as a co-anchor, turn 
announcer, and pit reporter. In addition, since 1982, Eli has hosted 
a weekly, nationally syndicated radio call-in show, “NASCAR 
Live,” heard on MRN’s affi liates every Tuesday night. Many 
companies with racing ties call upon Eli to narrate their corporate 
videos and speak at special functions and banquets.

In 1996, Eli became the anchorman for The Nashville Network’s 
(TNN) televised coverage of NASCAR racing. He also worked in 
a play-by-play role with ESPN, CBS, and NBC to cover NASCAR

Starting in 1988, Eli became the radio play-by-play voice of 
The University of Alabama Crimson Tide football and basketball. 
He also hosted “Hey Coach,” the weekly football and basketball 
coach’s radio call-in show. To this day, Eli continues as football’s 
“voice” of the Tide. He has also been called upon by CBS Sports 
to handle play-by-play for college basketball regional games.

Eli was TNN’s “voice” of the Arena Football League, handling 
the play-by-play coverage, and was an announcer for NBC, Fox, 
and Comcast which also covered the Arena Football League. 

Eli has also done play-by-play on SportsUSA Radio for NFL 
games, college bowl games, and all-star games. He has been sports 
director for both radio and TV stations in Birmingham.

Eli is a 4-time Alabama Sportscaster of The Year (chosen by 
vote of his peers in the National Sportscasters & Sportswriters 
Association). He was twice named Alabama Sportscaster of The 
Year by Associated Press and once earned the same honor from 
United Press International. He also written three books.

  TODAY:   Eli Gold, Sports Broadcaster
                             Host: Brock Jones

Next Week:  Barry Sanderson, son of Wimp
                         radio talk show host

Crimson Tide Sports Network -- in the press 
box with Kenny Stabler (left)

Eli (left) with the Motor Racing Network 
broadcast team covering Daytona in 1979

The Exchange Club Board will meet:
Friday, September 16th at 11:30
Bank of Tuscaloosa Board Room
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 David Reynolds -- September 7 

  Sam Gambrell provides the birthday list

Your Yearly Dementia Test  [sent by Tennis]
 
Dementia Test (only 4 questions this year)
 
Don’t look at the answers until you’ve have answered the question yourself.  OK, relax, clear 
your mind and begin.
 
#1. What do you put in a toaster?
 
 
Answer:  If you said ‘toast’, just give up now and go do something else.  And, try not to 
hurt yourself.  If you said, bread, go to Question #2.
 
 
# 2. Say ‘silk’ fi ve times. Now spell ‘silk.’ What do cows drink?
 
 
Answer: Cows drink water. If you said ‘milk,’ don’t attempt the next question.  Your 
brain is already over-stressed and may even overheat.  However, if you did say ‘water’, 
proceed to Question #3.
 
 
# 3. If a red house is made from red bricks and a blue house is made from 
blue bricks and a pink house is made from pink bricks and a black house is 
made from black bricks, what is a greenhouse made from?
 
 
Answer: Greenhouses are made from glass.  If you said ‘green bricks’, why are you still 
reading this???  PLEASE, go lie down !  But, if you said ‘glass,’ go on to Question #4.
 
# 4. Don’t use a calculator.  You are driving a bus from New York to Philadelphia.

In Staten Island, 17 people got on the bus.
In New Brunswick, 6 people get off the bus and 9 people get on.
In Windsor, 2 people get off and 4 get on.
In Trenton, 11 people get off and 16 people get on.
In Bristol, 3 people get off and 5 people get on.
And, in Camden, 6 people get off and 3 get on.
You then arrive at Philadelphia Station.  

Without going back to review, how old is the bus driver ?

Answer:  You must know this?!  YOU are driving the bus! 

What to Do If You’re Attacked 
by a Mountain Lion
           (It could happen...)

Getty Images/All Canada Photos

       by Mahita Gajanan in time.com
 When a mountain lion grabbed a 4-yr-old 
camping with family in Idaho, her parents 
successfully scared it off by yelling, causing 
the animal to drop the child and run away.  
The little girl was mostly unharmed, said 
NBC News, and sheriff’s deputies later 
killed a mountain lion near the camp.

Such attacks are rare. There are roughly 
30,000 cougars in the western U.S. Since 
1890, there have been fewer than 100 attacks 
on humans according to the Cougar Network. 
The National Park Service says that on rare 
occasions they attack, they target children.

Although mountain lions generally keep to 
themselves, here’s how to evade attack if you 
stumble across one:
• Do not run away,  which may indicate 
to the mountain lion that it needs to chase 
you. Face the animal while standing tall. 
Crouching or bending makes you look like a 
prey animal, so stand upright.
• Look and act intimidating.  If  the creature 
acts aggressively toward you, raise your 
arms, open your jacket [why?] and speak 
fi rmly [!] in a loud voice [scream?]. 
• Fight back [I mean, why not?].  Use rocks, 
sticks, your bare hands [or put on gloves] or 
whatever you have to fend off the animal. 
They usually try to bite the head or neck [so 
try to be tall].
• Hike in groups.  Avoid hiking alone and 
keep children within sight. 

Ed. Note:  We could avoid useless fi ller by 
including member news.  Just saying... 


