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 Thursdays at noon
 Indian Hills Country Club

TODAY:  Ronny Johnston, Easter Seals

June Programs
 4 Ronny Johnston, Easter Seals
11 Chief Steve Anderson, Tuscaloosa Police Dept.
18 Foundation Awards
25 Derek Osborn, PRIDE

Easter Seals has been helping individuals with
disabilities and other special needs, and their
families live better lives for more that 80 years.
From child development centers to physical
rehabilitation and job training for people with
disabilities, Easter Seals offers a variety of
services to help people with disabilities address
life's challenges and achieve personal goals.

Easter Seals West Alabama began as the former
Tuscaloosa Rehabilitation Facility, which opened
in 1959 with only four staff members and ten
consumers.  West Alabama Rehabilitation Center's
Board of Directors was organized in October 1967,
and began the planning for a new building and
program of services to meet the needs of six

counties in West Alabama. The facility at 1110
6th Avenue East contained 23,000 square feet of
floor space, was opened in February 1970 with
services provided to 44 individuals. As the
consumer population grew, the primary service
area also grew to eight counties.  We are now
known as Easter Seals West Alabama.
     In the 1990's, Health Care Reform emerged and
new trends in rehabilitation service delivery were
pioneered. In 1993, we were the first Easter Seals
facility in the state to make way for this new trend
called Community-Based Rehabilitation.

"Bev Leigh, III has invited Exchange
Club Members who have children or
grandchildren through age 17 to
attend a JAKES Day celebration on
Saturday, June 6, at the John
Robertson Farm in Buhl, AL, at 9:00
a.m.  JAKES are junior members of
the National Wild Turkey Federation
and the term JAKES is an acronym for
Juniors Acquiring Knowledge of Ethics
and Stewardship.   This event is
sponsored by BAMA Buggies and will
introduce the boys and girls to the out-
of-doors and the shooting sports in a
safe and fun environment supervised
by a Conservation Officer with the
Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources.   Additionally, the State Chapter of the NWTF will give each child a free annual membership in
the organization.   Above is an Invitation that gives more details about this free event that includes lunch.  For more
information  or to make a reservation and get driving instructions to the Robertson Farm, phone Bev at 799-0649 or
email him at bev.leigh@att.net.

          -BEV LEIGH, III, 106 Covey Chase, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406, Office/Fax 205-758-5676, Cell 205-799-0649
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  Thanks to Sam Gambrell for the birthday list

Michael Stilson
       June 2
Susan Warner
       June 7

There are no unrealistic dreams, just unrealistic timelines.
See if you can read the following paragraphs in RED and GREEN below.  Tennis sent this
with a note that only very good minds can read this.

7H15 M3554G3 53RV35 7O PR0V3 H0W 0UR M1ND5 C4N
D0 4M4Z1NG 7H1NG5!  1MPR3551V3 7H1NG5! 1N 7H3
B3G1NN1NG 17 WA5 H4RD BU7 N0W, 0N 7H15 LIN3
Y0UR M1ND 1S R34D1NG 17 4U70M471C4LLY W17H 0U7
3V3N 7H1NK1NG 4B0U7 17,
      B3 PROUD! 0NLY C3R741N P30PL3 C4N R3AD 7H15.

I cdnuolt blveiee that I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd what I was rdanieg. The
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in what oerdr the ltteres in a word
are, the olny iproamtnt tihng is that the frsit and last ltteer be in the rghit
pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can still raed it whotuit a
pboerlm. This is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by
istlef, but the word as a wlohe. Azanmig huh? Yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot
slpeling was ipmorantt!

   by Lindsey Bever and Nick Kirkpatrick
from The Washington Post, March 13 1:37 AM

Meet Smiley, a 12-yr-old golden retriever
born without eyes, a condition associated
with dwarfism. His legs are a little bowed,
his head is a little large and he stands “a
little crooked,” his owner said. But his
disability hasn’t slowed him down. Smiley,
a certified therapy dog, has lived up to his
name, working with people at nursing
homes, schools and even a local library
where he helps special needs kids in his
hometown in Stouffville, 30 miles from
Toronto, Ontario.
     “We try to share him,” his owner,
Joanne George, told The Washington Post.
“I’ve known from the beginning that this
is a dog that’s going to be on earth for a
short while, and I want to share him as
much as I can.”
     George, a former vet technician, rescued
Smiley nearly a decade ago from a puppy
mill in a small town in Ontario. The mill had
been under investigation and George and
another tech were sent there to euthanize
about 20 dogs that would have required
medical care, she said.
     George said she left the mill with about
a dozen dogs from the euthanasia list. The
other tech took the rest. They advertised
through a local veterinary clinic and found
homes for all of them — except one. No
one wanted Smiley, who was 2 at the time.
“He was nervous and had many anxieties
about coming into a home,” she wrote on

Blind Dog
Is Certified
Therapy
Dog

This beautiful dog
with no eyes
helps children in
need.

her blog. “He cowered at the sound of
another dog eating — the scars on his face
and ears told me the stories of what it was
like living with so many dogs in such
deplorable conditions.”
     George said she spent many months
trying to find him a family.  “Then I
realized, ‘Why am I looking so hard? Why
don’t I keep him?

     George, who now runs her own dog
training business, started working with
Smiley, socializing him, taking him to visit
her grandmother at a nursing home. That’s
when she noticed “he really did something
to people.” So she got him certified to be a
therapy dog — a job, she said, you can’t
train a dog to do. “It’s a trait in the dog, a
quality … which you can’t teach.”


