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In service to the community, state,and nation, for exchange of ideas among business and professional men and women...

         June 19, 2014

* deceased

TODAY :  Book of Golden Deeds
                        Presentation
     Bill Goodwin, Community Services Chair

NEXT WEEK: Dana Duckworth
Assisant Coach, UA Gymnastics Team
       Angela Hamiter, Program Chair

Exchangite of the YExchangite of the YExchangite of the YExchangite of the YExchangite of the Yearearearearear
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[name of member on this line]

is my choice for the 2014

James Brown
Exchangite of the YExchangite of the YExchangite of the YExchangite of the YExchangite of the Yearearearearear

Award

Vote for your choice below.  Give ballot
to Ardis or email her your choice at:
             ardis1010@msn.com

-Ardis Hancock
                 758-1413

    Deadline: June 20 [Award presented June 26]
The National Exchange Club’s longest running
project, the Book of Golden Deeds Award, has for
decades recognized dedicated volunteers who give
endless hours of their time and talents toward
making their communities better places to live. Ever
since the Exchange Club of Huntington, Indiana, sponsored the first award in 1919, thousands of unsung
heroes and heroines have been recognized. The Book of Golden Deeds Award exemplifies The National
Exchange Club’s commitment to service.  The recipient can be from any profession or a member of any
organization, including Exchange. He or she can be from any walk of life and is usually someone who
deserves acclaim, but rarely receives it.

Glen Smith shares these pictures of
new signage at the Miracle League
ballfield out at Sokol Park.  The sign
is new (redesigned) for this season
resulting from renewed sponsorship
by XC, he reports.

See page 2

The black plaques (2) have been up since the beginning;
one had been missing, but was recently replaced.  The
Miracle League Field is at Sokol Park - in the park's rear
(north) area, access from Watermelon Rd, near the Model
Airplane Field.
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In 2010, the Exchange Club of Tuscaloosa
donated $10,000 to The Miracle League of
Tuscaloosa to purchase the fencing for its
new ball field near Sokol Park.  The funds
for the donation came from proceeds of the
chili cookoff over the preceding 4 years. 
“Each year we set aside 20% of  proceeds
to be accumulated until enough funds
were gathered to make a large donation to
a project in our community,” said Candice
Burge, past club president and Foundation
board member, at the time.  The Exchange
Club Foundation contributed $1,557
toward the amount so that the donation
could be made that year since the ballfield
was already under construction.

In 1997, Rockdale Youth Baseball’s coach
Eddie Bagwell invited the first child with a
disability to play baseball on his team.
Michael, a 7-year-old child in a wheel chair,
attended every game and practice, while
cheering on his 5-year-old brother playing
America’s favorite sport.

In 1998, other children with disabilities
were invited to play baseball on a typical
baseball field within the baseball complex
of Rockdale Youth Baseball Association.
The players had expressed the desire to
wear uniforms, make plays in the field, and
round the bases just like their main stream
peers. The league began with 35 players
on four teams.  It was decided that:

~Every player bats once each inning.
~All players are safe on the bases.
~Every player scores a run before the

inning is over.
~Last one up gets a home run.
~Community children & volunteers

serve as ‘buddies’ to assist.
~Each team & player wins every game.

History of The Miracle League

The main concern was the playing surface,
presenting potential safety hazards for
players in wheelchairs or walkers.

By the spring 1999 season, the magnitude
of the need for such a program was clear. It
was learned that there are over 75,000
children in Metro Atlanta with disabilities,
most not being able to participate in team
sports. The Miracle League was formed
and became a reality so that all children
should have the chance to play baseball.
The new organization had two objectives:
(1) raise the funds necessary to build a
special complex with facilities that meet the
unique needs of the Miracle League
players, and (2) assist in the outreach
efforts for Miracle Leagues across the
country.

With the help of community volunteers
and corporations, design and construction
of the first Miracle League complex was
underway. The complex would include a
field with a cushioned rubberized surface,
wheelchair accessible dugouts, and a
completely flat surface to eliminate any
barriers to wheelchair-bound or visually
impaired players. In addition, accessible
restrooms, a concession stand, and picnic
pavilion were included.  The first of its
kind, The Miracle League complex was
completed in April 2000. On opening day,
the Miracle League rosters had grown to
over 120 players. Players raced around the
bases and chatted with their teammates in

the dugouts as they celebrated. Nicholas
Slade, a player who had been in a coma
just a week before, threw out the first ball.

The players’ enthusiasm has continued to
grow. By spring, 2002, over 250 players
filled the Miracle League rosters. The
parents tell stories of their children
insisting on playing despite bouts with
kidney stones, broken bones, and recent
hospitalizations. The thrill of playing, the
cheers from the stands, and friendships
they develop make the Miracle League
Field an oasis away from their everyday
battles.

“Buddies” assist each Miracle League
player. These buddies are mainstream
children who play baseball, youth church
groups, boys and girls scouts, etc.

The Miracle League has received local and
national media attention.  In July 2001, the
league was profiled on a segment of HBO’s
Real Sports.  PAX TV’s “It’s A Miracle”
told the story of Conyers Miracle League
Player Lauren Gunder.  One of the greatest
achievements was being inducted to The
Baseball Hall of Fame in 2006.

Presently there are 250 Miracle League
Organizations across the country includ-
ing Puerto Rico, Canada and our newest
member in Australia. The Miracle League is
proud to serve over 200,000 children and
young adults with disabilities.  Because...

2010 Club President Bob Cotton (right) presents a
donation from the club to Miracle League of Tuscaloosa
volunteers.

Miracle League (continued)


