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   June 16, 2016                                        TODAY:  Jordan Plaster, Honor Flight

Nancy and Bev Leigh, III recently went to Point Clear, Al-
abama, to attend the  National Convention of the Military Order 
of the Stars and Bars. The Order is made up of male descendants 
of Offi cers who honorably served in the the Confederate States of 
America during the War between the States or who are descen-
dants of elected or appointed offi cials of the Confederate Execu-
tive and Legislative branches of government.  The organization 
was established as a patriotic society.  At its May monthly meet-
ing Bev was elected Commander of the West Alabama General 
Josiah Gorgas Chapter .
  

The Honor Flight is a free trip for veterans to Washington, 
D.C. so they can visit the memorials for their respective 
wars.  Jordan Plaster is the local coordinator who spear-
heads this fl ight.  According to Wikipedia, The Honor 
Flight Network is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t organization 
which works as an umbrella organization with local chap-
ters and various subgroups dedicated to transporting as 
many United States military veterans as possible to see the 
memorials of the respective war(s) they fought in Wash-
ington, D.C. at no cost to the veterans. Currently these 
organizations are focused on bringing veterans of World 
War II to the National World War II Memorial, and any 
veteran with a terminal illness to see the memorial of the 
war they fought in. Organizers plan to “naturally transi-
tion” their programs to focus on veterans of the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, and subsequent wars as the veterans 
of those wars get older.

Bev Leigh is shown 
receiving the “Lt. Charles 
Read Meritorious Service 
Award” from National 
President Harold F. Davis, 
III at the national con-
vention of the Military 
Order of the Stars and 
Bars held recently in 
Fairhope, AL. 

Bev Leigh Honored at Convention

     Veterans on Honor fl ights are 
generally escorted by volunteers, who 
help them on the fl ight and around 
D.C.  After landing, the airplane may 
be saluted by fi re trucks, and passen-
gers are often met by cheering crowds 
in D.C. or upon their return home.
      The network was cofounded by 
Jeff Miller, a small business own-
er from Hendersonville, N.C., and 
Earl Morse, a physician assistant 
and retired Air Force captain. Morse 
worked in a V.A. clinic in Springfi eld, 
Ohio, where many of his patients 
were WWII veterans. After the WWII 
Memorial in Washington was com-
pleted in 2004, he asked many of his 
veteran patients if they were going to 
see it, and most said yes. “I would see 
my World War II veterans some three, 
six months later,” Morse said, “and I’d 
ask them if they’d gone to see it. Three 
hundred of them, and not one of them 
had been to it. Reality set in. They 
were never going.”
      Morse fl ew with two veterans to 
Washington to see the memorial, and 
after seeing them break down and cry, 
he pitched his idea to a local club of 
300 private pilots at a local Air Force 
base, proposing that the pilots would 
pay for the fl ights for the veterans to 
Washington and escort [See page 2] 

E-Mail from Glen Smith:  
Candice Burge, who manages the XC 
Chili Cookoff/Service Projects Account, 
reports that the fi nal tally for the 2016 
Chili Cookoff was $25,491, the best result 
in the 10-year history of the Cookoff.  
The total for the 10 Chili Cookoffs is 
$172,151.The average per Cookoff for the 
last 3 years is $24,331.
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them around the city. Eleven volun-
teered, and the network was formed; 
by 2005, a board was formed, funds 
were raised, and others joined.
     The fi rst honor fl ight took place in 
May 2005.  Due to high participation, 
the program began using commercial 
fl ights.  In late 2005, Jeff Miller, who 
owned a dry cleaners in Henderson-
ville, North Carolina, inspired by 
Morse’s vision, had a similar idea but 
on a larger scale. Miller, the son of a 
World War II veteran and nephew of 
a B-24 bomber pilot who died  in the 
war, had been a charter member of the 
national WWII Memorial Foundation. 
Miller also lamented that many WWII 
veterans would be unable to visit the 
memorial. The seed that Morse had 

planted grew through volunteerism, 
fundraising and goodwill toward the 
Greatest Generation veterans. In 2006, 
HonorAir fl ew more than 300 WWII 
veterans from the Asheville airport 
to Washington, free of charge. Ticket 
agents and passengers lined the ropes 
as veterans emerged from the charter 
jets into the terminal.  Southwest Air-
lines is the offi cial commercial airline 
of the Honor Flight Network, although 
the Network utilizes many national 
airlines.  An honor fl ight of 100 peo-
ple, including veterans and volunteers, 
costs about $30,000. Costs are covered 
by donations and the airline.
     Honor Flight Network says that by 
2014, the movement had grown to 133 
chapters serving veterans in 41 states 
and the District of Columbia.

                                  
                              

Honor Flights [continued]

Glen Smith writes that he really enjoyed 
the club’s Social earlier. Many thanks to 
Candice & Wally Burge and Bank of 
Tuscaloosa for hosting - and to Robert 
Morgan for outstanding entertainment.  
By request, Robert did Piano Man for us. 
It resonates because it’s the tune for these 
Alcovite Lyrics:
      So here’s the plan:  Robert will incor-
porate the Alcovite words into the Piano 
Man melody,  perform it in the Alcove 
“beer garden,” and we will record it for pos-
terity.  I have researched the law; a parody 
of a copyrighted song is legal.  -Glen 
           [Here is his fi rst draft!]
              Alcovite Song
It’s fi ve o’clock on a Wednesday...
the Alcovites all shuffl e in
There’s Larry sitting next to me
Makin’ love to his tonic and gin
 He says, “Son, can you give me a memory?  
I’m not really sure how it goes
But it’s sad and it’s sweet and I knew it 
complete when I wore a younger man’s 
clothes.”
              La la la, di da da
              La la, di da da da dum
Give us a refl ection, Glen...
you’re the Alcovite Dog. Give us some eru-
dite thoughts tonight. We’re all in the mood 
for a dialogue;  and you’ve got us feelin’ 
alright.
       Now Derek at the bar’s a friend of 
mine. He gets me my drinks; not for free
He’s quick with a joke, but with no smoke. 
And there’s someplace he’d rather be...
       He says, “Ralph, I believe this is killing 
me.” As the smile runs away from his face.  
“Well I’m sure I could be a Rock Star...If I 
could get out of this place”
             Oh, la la la, di da da
             La la, di da da da dum
Now Robert C is a stockbroker, Who has 
a lovely wife...And he’s talkin’ with Bill, 
who’s still an Accountant.  And probably 
will be for life...

There are several more verses, but I’m out 
of space.  I think we’ll have to hear it!

sorry it’s late!  Still a good thought!


