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               April 13, 2017                                 TODAY: Jean Swindle, PhD     
     Host:  Betsy Jarnigan

                           

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

Conventional hardly describes Jean Swindle, a former 
UA graduate student who travelled around the globe 
before settling in Tuscaloosa to earn her Ph.D.
     The South Carolina native originally graduated 
from a small liberal arts college in her home state, 
earning a bachelor’s degree in international business 
with a minor in Spanish.
     After visiting more than 30 countries as the third 
secretary for an American ambassador, Swindle fell 
in love with Paraguay, where she resigned from her 
government position to become general director of an 
international bilingual school. There she earned her 
master’s degree in secondary education through UA’s 
College of Education partnership with the Offi ce of 
International Programs.
      Swindle said that education had always been her 
primary passion.  After some coaxing from one of her 
UA satellite teachers, Swindle decided to complete her 
doctorate in Tuscaloosa. The move was an adjustment 
for Swindle after spending 12 years out of the U.S.
     Swindle, who earned her doctorate in educational 
leadership policy and technology studies with a 
concentration in social and cultural foundations, says, 
“I had a unique perspective as the non-international 
international student and could understand some of 
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the processes and struggles that occurred.” Swindle 
found her niche with the Graduate Student Association 
(GSA), and served as president of the organization.
     “The wonderful thing about working with graduate 
students is the wide range of students,” said Swindle. 
“We’ve worked with students who are 22 and students 
who are 72, so being able to make a space for all of 
those people is an interesting challenge.”
     Swindle was also a graduate teaching assistant in 
the school of education and an instructor at the Honors 
College through the Nicaragua Clinical Experience. 
In her dissertation, she examined the language beliefs 
of pre-service teachers as they relate to different types 
of child migrants.  And she consistently makes time to 
play tennis.
     “I think everyone in the world should play tennis,” 
said Swindle. “It’s allowed me to travel all over the 
world and irrespective of where I travel someone 
plays tennis.”
   -from Student Life Our Stories, about students, 
staff, services and programs that are excelling within 
the Division of Student Life at UA. 

Member News

• The club’s Spring Social is a  
cruise on the Black Warrior River 
on the Bama Belle on Thursday, 
May 11th 5:30-7:30 p.m.  BBQ 
and chicken with sides will be 
served, and everyone will get 2 
beer tickets.  There will also be 
a cash bar.  Please bring your 
spouse and invite a prospective 
member.

• Send member news and 
announcements to Linda Jackson, 
Editor, at ljackson@ua.edu.

 (more on page 2)
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 Sam Gambrell provides the birthday list

Tennis sends these chuckles:
During my last physical, the doctor asked 
me about my daily activity level.  I tried to 
described a typical day: 
    “Well, yesterday afternoon, I waded 
along the edge of a lake dodging alligators, 
drank four beers, escaped from wild dogs 
in the heavy brush, jumped away from an 
aggressive rattlesnake, marched up and 
down several rocky hills, stood in a patch 
of poison ivy, crawled out of quicksand, and 
took four leaks behind big trees.” 
    Inspired by the story, the doctor said, 
“You sound like one heck of an outdoors  
man!” 
    “NAH,” I replied, “I’m just a shitty golfer.”

Retired Person’s Perspective
 
1. I’m not saying let’s go kill all the stupid 
people. Let’s remove all the warning labels 
and let the problem work itself out.
2. I changed my car horn to gunshot 
sounds. People move much faster now.
3. You can tell a lot about a woman’s mood 
just by her hands. If they are holding a gun, 
she’s probably very unhappy.
4. You know that tingly little feeling you get 
when you meet someone you really like? 
That’s common sense leaving your body.
5. I don’t like making plans for the day. 
Because then the word “premeditated” 
gets thrown around in the courtroom.
6. I didn’t make it to the gym today.  That 
makes 1,500 days in a row.
 7. I decided to stop calling the bathroom 
the John and renamed it the Jim. I feel so 
much better saying I went to the Jim this 
morning.
8. Dear paranoid people who check behind 
shower curtains for murderers: If you fi nd 
one, what’s your plan?
9. Everyone has a right to be stupid. 
Politicians just abuse the privilege.
10. Old age isn’t. It’s a good feeling when 
you feel happy just to wake up in the 
morning.

Chris Thigpen  Apr 12
Nick Porter  Apr 14
Bob Poellnitz  Apr 15
Gregg Kosloff  Apr 21
John Hisey  Apr 25
Sontonia Stephens   Apr 30 

Exchangite Nan Glaus (right) and her husband Henry (left) with their son Josef and his 
bride Shelley Achee after their wedding on March 25.  Best wishes to the new couple.

Sent by Betsy Jarnigan


