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In service to community, state,and nation, for exchange of ideas among business and professional men and women...

 Thursdays at noon
 Indian Hills Country Club

The 10th Annual
Great Tuscaloosa Chili Cookoff

Saturday, February 13, 2016
Bryant Conference Center

Countdown to Cookoff:  11 weeks
           Sponsored by Alabama Power

             NO MEETING
     Happy Thanksgiving!

December Programs
12/3   UA Professor Justin Hart on Alabama Forests
12/10   Emily Schultz, Alabama Public Charter Schools
12/17   Tim Leopard, UA Facilities Administration
12/24   NO MEETING      (Christmas Eve)

Red Kettle History
In 1891, Salvation Army Captain Joseph McFee
was distraught that so many poor individuals in
San Francisco were going hungry. He resolved to
provide a free Christmas dinner for the destitute
and poverty-stricken. He only had one major
hurdle -- funding the project.  His thoughts went
back to his sailor days in Liverpool, England. He
remembered how at Stage Landing, where the
boats came in, there was a large, iron kettle called
"Simpson's Pot" into which passers-by tossed
coins to help the poor.

The next day Captain McFee placed a similar
pot at the Oakland Ferry Landing on Market St.

Exchange Club will man
the red kettles, ringing
the bell for Salvation
Army at the Mall on
December 18 (the Friday
before Christmas).

Beside the pot, he placed a sign that read, "Keep
the Pot Boiling." He soon had the money to see
that needy people were properly fed at Christmas.

Six years later, the kettle idea spread from the
west coast to the Boston area. That year, the
combined effort nationwide resulted in 150,000
Christmas dinners for the needy. In 1901, kettle
contributions in New York City provided funds
for the first mammoth sit-down dinner in Madison
Square Garden, a custom that continued for many
years. Today in the U.S., The Salvation Army
assists more than four-and-a-half million people
during the Thanksgiving and Christmas time
periods.

Captain McFee's kettle idea launched a
tradition that has spread not only throughout the
United States, but all across the world. Kettles
are now used in Korea, Japan, Chile and many
European countries. Everywhere, public contribu-
tions to Salvation Army kettles enable the
organization to continue its year-round efforts at
helping those who would otherwise be forgotten.
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      Thanks to
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Whatcha Got to EXCHANGE

   rmorgan@rosenharwood.com

BY & FOR EXCHANGITES!
  by Robert Morgan

When a dog isn't a dog
            By Jennifer Rizzo
CNN National Security Producer War, turned over to the South Vietnamese

army.  A staggering 1,600 were euthanized,
according to veteran and former Marine
dog handler Ron Aiello.

Today, dogs are no longer left in war
zones. President Bill Clinton signed a law
in 2000 that allowed the dogs to be adopted
by former handlers, law enforcement, and
civilians. But Kandoll says this law didn't
go far enough [If the dogs are retired on an
overseas base, the military will not provide
for their transportation back home, a
practice that Kandoll says is like leaving
them behind.]  She urges an amendment to
include the reclassification of war dogs.

U.S. Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., agrees
that a new classification is needed to
elevate the “solider dog.” Jones has been
working on a bill to reclassify them as “K-9
members of the armed forces.”

“The day the dog is retired, it is
considered excess equipment, not entitled
to transport back,” Kandoll said. When a
dog is adopted by someone in the United
States, the adopter is charged the shipping
cost, which can be up to $2,000.

“That doesn't make sense to me,” said
Aiello, who thinks the military should wait
to retire a dog until it's back in the U.S. so
it will be entitled to transportation benefits.

“We have half-empty military cargo
transport planes transversing the globe
daily. It would be more than feasible to
place a retired military working dog on the
transport plane back to the continental
United States,” Kandoll said. “Uncle Sam
got them over there, and it’s a point of
honor for Uncle Sam to get his soldiers,
whether they are four-legged or two-
legged, back to the U.S.”

Once home and with an adoptive
family, medical bills are sure to stack up.

When an insurgent rocket attack fatally
injured Cpl. Dustin Lee while he was on
patrol in Iraq, his shrapnel-impaled partner,
Lex, picked himself up to lie over Lee - an
effort to protect him. Lex was his bomb-
sniffing dog.

“He knew Dustin was injured,” said
Lee's mom, Rachel. Lee didn't survive his
injuries, but Lex did - and became a part of
the Lee family when Rachel adopted him.

Lex, a German shepherd, served in the
Marines as a military working dog. There
are about 2,700 dogs serving worldwide,
according to the Defense Dept. Roughly
600 of these dogs are deployed in war
zones overseas, including Afghanistan,
areas of Africa, and Kuwait.

These ‘war dogs” are used on patrols,
in drug and explosives detection, and on
specialized missions, like the Navy SEAL
raid that took down Osama bin Laden.

But while these dogs walk side by
side with their troop handlers or go on
jumps from helicopters in service members'
arms, the Defense Department classifies
military working dogs as “equipment,” a
term that advocates want changed. “These

Whatcha Got to EXCHANGE

Army 1st Sgt. Brian Zamiska provides security with an
Air Force military working dog during a  patrol in the
Tera Zeyi district, Afghanistan.  [Army photo by
Specialist Alex Kirk Amen]

Many of these retired dogs are more than 9
years old and are plagued with battlefield
issues such as arthritis and even post-
traumatic stress disorder. The Defense
Department, Kandoll says, should allow
military veterinarians to treat retired dogs.

The brave dog Lex that stayed by his
handler's side until the end is now 11 years
old. He is doing well but has PTSD and
pieces of shrapnel that cause spinal
complications, Rachel Lee said.

“To be able to reclassify them would
be to also get them help in a better
manner,” Lee said. “To be able to have
them looked at differently - as a vet, as a
soldier and to give them benefits.”

Post by: CNN's Jennifer Rizzo

dogs are more soldiers
than equipment,” said
Debbie Kandoll, who
founded the non-profit
Military Working Dog

Adoptions.

Kandoll estimates the average war dog
saves 150 soldier lives during its service.

Dogs have been serving in military
conflicts since WW I, returning home after
the conflicts ended. But thousands of
dogs were left behind during the Vietnam

Debbie Kandoll


