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Weekly Newsletter of the
Exchange Club of Tuscaloosa

In service to community, state,and nation, for exchange of ideas among business and professional men and women...

 Thursdays at noon
 Indian Hills Country Club

TODAY:  Gina Simpson, President
                Tuscaloosa Tourism and Sports

Gina Simpson is the CEO of Tuscaloosa Tourism
& Sports (TTS), a 501 c(6) non-profit organization
funded by the City of Tuscaloosa & Tuscaloosa
County Commission. The primary purpose of TTS
is to enhance economic development
through destination promotion. In 2014
under Simpson’s leadership, TTS created
a $42 million economic impact, invested
$430,000 back into the community and
generated over 23,000 nights [rentals]
leading to unprecedented growth in
lodging tax revenue. Gina is a native of
Alabama, resident of Tuscaloosa, and a multiple
graduate of The University of Alabama with a B.S.
in Management and a M.S. in Marketing.
      Gina’s career as a serial entrepreneur, consult-
ant and professor has given her extensive
experience in local economic development and
small business growth.  Gina and her husband
Mark, began their entre- preneurial journey in the

field of construction and have founded five
businesses over the last 15 years. Currently, Gina
serves as President of Regina Holdings, LLC, a
private consulting and investment firm she

founded in 2010.
     Additionally, Gina has been adjunct
professor at UA and Shelton State
Community College in the areas of
Entrepreneurship and Leadership. A
graduate of Leadership Tuscaloosa,
she is very active in the community
serving on several boards.    She was

selected by Soroptimist Tuscaloosa as 2013
“Woman of Distinction”; received the 2011
“Roots and Wings”Award from the Women in
Business Council; and was honored  by the West
Alabama Chamber of Commerce in 2009 with the
Rising Star Entrepreneurship Award.  Gina and
Mark have been married for 16 years and have a
6-year-old daughter, Della.

Exchange Club of Tuscaloosa Honors Local Firefighters

The FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR program held
on October 8 was the 16th annual presentation of
awards to local firefighters by our club.  Hosted
by Sydney Cook, it was scheduled for National
Fire Prevention Week (October 4-10).

On October 8, the club honored four firefighters
as 2015 Firefighters of the Year.  They are:

Sgt.  Scottie Swindle, Northport

Fire Marshall Gene Holcomb, Tuscaloosa

Sharon Dickerson, Hagler Fire Dept.
      (female volunteer firefighter)

Brian Dickerson, Hagler fire Dept.
      (male volunteer firefighter)

Engraved placques were presented to honorees
from three firefighting entities in Tuscaloosa
County: Northport Fire Service; Tuscaloosa Fire
& Rescue Service; and Tuscaloosa County Fire
Protection Association (made up of 21 Volunteer
Fire depts. in the county).

The program is part of the National Exchange
Club Community Service Program.  We also
honor law enforcement officers each February.

Honorees were chosen by their respective
organizations.  Presenters who introduced the
honorees were: Chief Bart Marshall, Northport
Fire Service; Belinda Lancaster, Duncanville Fire
Department, introducing the volunteers from
Tuscaloosa County Fire Protection Association;
and Chief A. J. Martin, Tuscaloosa Fire & Rescue.

[Bill Tate’s picture of honorees next week]
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Whatcha Got to EXCHANGE              BY & FOR EXCHANGITES!
    by Robert Morgan
   rmorgan@rosenharwood.com

In my opinion, our American viewpoint of the world
has been shaped by three things in the last 100 years.

The first is air conditioning. Living in the
deep South we intimately know and
appreciate this convenient invention. Pre-
AC, people sat on their porches at night to
escape the oven heat inside. So did all of
their neighbors. Or they chose to take a
walk and get some air flowing. And you
would stop and say hello and check up on
each other's lives.

Today we tend to live in gated
communities and rarely leave the cool
confines of our house. We politely wave to
our neighbors as we leave for work. But
when is the last time you've had a mean-
ingful conversation with your next door
neighbor, leaning over the backyard fence?
And do you even know the names of your
next door neighbors?  9/11 offered a glimpse
that there is still some collective con-
sciousness in our national hearts that
caused us to pull together. But without a
crisis, we are content to stay cloistered in
cool, comfortable surrounding.

The second is the first Iraq war. We
hovered over our televisions, looking out
of the hotel windows with the journalists
as the bombs fell on Baghdad. And what
was birthed was 24/7 news channels. And
there have to be a lot of things to cover to
fill up 24 hours. So we have amber alerts
blasted when a child is abducted. Parents
are turned into helicopters, refusing to let
their children out of their sights to avoid
the abductor who is no doubt lurking
nearby.

For fear of sounding like one of those who
revels in the "good ole days," forgive me
when I remember as a child leaving my
house in the summer months at sunrise,
never telling my mom where I was, and
returning at night when the bull bats were
flying around the street lights. I know, a
different day, a different time. But are there
more child abductions these days or are
we just more aware of them because CNN
needs to fill up air time?

My third is Watergate. American
journalism brought down a standing
President. And journalism was forever
changed thereafter. Now journalists view
the world with a jaundiced eye, looking for
every opportunity to expose and uncover,
assuming all have bad, ulterior motives.
Gone are the days when reporters refused
to take pictures of Roosevelt in his wheel-
chair or looked askance of Kennedy's
dalliances in the White House. I am not
condoning such behavior. But do you
think for an instant any journalist today
would protect such a public figure? I tire of
the jaded, know it all, smart alleck attitude
that prevails in our society these days.

So, there is my rant for the week. Wha' cha
got to exchange?

       Robert A. Morgan
          (205)469-2369
         2200 Jack Warner Parkway, Suite 200
             rmorgan@rosenharwood.com

According to researcher Stan Cox, who
has spent years studying indoor climate
controlling, the United States consumes
more energy for air conditioning than any
other country.  This July 22 article by Rick
Noack  on Environmental News Network
must have been written by a man who never
lived here in summer. Here are excerpts:

• The weather in Washington, D.C., and 
Berlin, Germany, has been pretty similar
recently. But there is a striking difference
between the two capitals: whereas many
Americans would never consider living or
working in buildings without air condition-
ing, many Germans think that life without
A/C is far superior.
• The divide isn't limited to Berlin and D.C.:
In fact, many European guests in the U.S.
complain about ‘freezing cold’ inside buses
or hotels. American tourists, however, are
stunned by Europeans' ability to cope with
heat, even at work spaces or at home.

Send your snapshots or
member news to

ljackson@cchs.ua.edu

•According to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, it’s getting worse: American
demand for air-conditioning has only 
increased over the past decades. Stan Cox,
the A/C researcher, said the U.S. consumes
more energy for A/C than any other country. 
• Northern Europe is colder than most of
the U.S. and countries, such as Italy or
Spain, have recently seen an increase in
A.C. Much of our population “lives in warm
humid regions,” Cox said, but it's also due
to cultural differences.  Americans prefer
an average of 70o  while for Europeans that
is too cold.  They’re generally more used
grew up without any A/C.
Another factor that may explain Europe's
sniffy reaction toward American cooling is
the continent's climate change awareness.

A/C...too cold?


